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Ar a period like the preſent, when the, 


weight of additional Taxes, it is not unrea- 


ſonable that the apprehenſion of the redemp- 


excite general attention. As it muſt, no 


ſubject, in a particular manner, feels the 


tion of a Tax, like the Land Tax, ſhould 


3 | doubt, 
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doubt, be very ſenſibly felt, by the landed 
| proprietor in particular ; and by enhancing the 


price of proviſions, by the whole nation in 


general. It has been a common, but true 
aſſertion, that England was more reaſonably 
taxed - than any other Country ; ; and for 
this politicians gave a very good reaſon; 


namely, that as the House of Commons was . 


the ſole fountain of Taxation, ſubject to the 


negative only of the other branches of the 
Legiſlature, and as this Houſe is choſen by 
the trading, manufacturing, and landed part 


of the nation the Engliſh nation is therefore 


never taxed, but by themſelves, f. e. by 
their repreſentatives in this Houſe. It has 
: been the peculiar characteriſtic, therefore, of 
the eee Taxes, to be equitable and juſt: 


3 5 


always 


8 9 


rules of equity and juſtice among mankind. 
effect. The pooreſt individual ſuffered no 


tion, than the richeſt. And whenever they 


Fohn Sinclair, whoſe ſentiments upon the 


delivered by him, in the Houſe of Commons, 


C3} 


always impoſed according to the common 


They had conſequently never a retroſpective 
more inconvenience, in paying his propor- 


deviated, from the rectitude of theſe rules, 
there were never wanting men of indepen- 
dent principles, ready to point out ſuch 
curvations, and aſſert the privileges of the 
conſtitution, Rs 
Among thoſe of the preſent day, is Sir 


redemption of the Land Tax, as they were 


on May 9th, deſerves particular attention. 
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his public ſituation, as Preſident of the Board 9 
of Agriculture, and purſuits ; in life, being 5 
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an agricultural and financial nature muſt, 


| undoubtedly, be the moſt competent to decide 
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on a ſubject of this nature, as appears in the 


_ a 


8 following ſpeech :— 
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The SpEECH of Sir Join SINCLAIR, Bart. 


as delivered in the Houst of Commons, 
May 9th, 1798; on the ſecond reading 
of the Bill, for the redemption of the LAND 
„ Rs 85 
Mr. Speaker, 
I delayed troubling the House with any obſer- 


vations which may have occurred to me, on the 
plan to which our attention is once more directed, 

until this ſtage of our proceedings, becauſe my 
objections lay, not to any particular branch of the 
reſolutions which were originally propoſed by the 
right honourable gentleman (Mr, Pitt), but to 
the general ſcope and principle of the ſyſtem : 
and I now ariſe to ſtate thoſe obſervations to the 

Houſe, in che full conviction, that they will not 
only ſufficiently juſtify the vote which I ſhall give 
this night, but alſo that they may contribute to 
awaken the attention of this Houſe and of 


the Public to the danger of ſuch a bill paſling 
into a law, which, after all the conſideration 1 


have been able to beſtow upon it, even in its pre- 
ſent ſtate of maturity, as ripened in the bill now 


before us, and brought to all the perfection 
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of which iti 1s + probibls capable, ſeems to be at 
leaſt as exceptionable as any meaſure that, to the 


the beſt.of my recollection, was ever ſuggeſted, 


either by the Preſent, or by any a r 
of this TRY: * ; | 


Ras I A Sy however. to ſtate the reaſons 


Which have induced me to oppoſe this bill, I think 
that it may not be improper to ſubmit. to your 


conſideration, and that of the Houſe in general, 


an objeftion of a preliminary nature, namely, to 
the legality of our proceedings. It is well known 
that we have already voted a land tax of 4s. in 
the pound, and uo more, ſor the ſervice of the 
year 1798, and that an act has paſſed for carrying 


that meaſure into effect. We have therefore pre- 


eluded ourſelves, by the indiſputable law of Par- 
lament regarding the form of our proceedings, 
from again diſcufling the ſubze&t of à land tax, 


during the preſent ſeſſion, unleſs we have reſerved 
power for that purpoſe, The Houſe has been 


accuſtomed to reſerye ſuch a power in two ways, 
namely, firſt, a power to repeal the whole; or, 
ſecondly, any part of an act. Of the firſt we 
have an example, in the 37th Geo. IL-6 44 vo 
60, the words of which are as follows: „ Pro- 


« ! always, and bs i enacted, that hs act 
ff may 
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„ & may be altered, varied, or repealed, by any 
et act or acts to be made in this preſent feſſion of 
« Parliament.” The clauſe in the Land- tax Bill 
| of this year is, however, of a very different na- 


ture, and is conceived in the following terms: 
% Provided always, and be it further enacted by 
ce the authority aforeſaid, that any part of this act 
« may be altered, varied, or repealed, - by any 
c act or acts to be made in this preſent ſeſſion of 
« Parliament.” Such a clauſe, I underſtand, was 
introduced into the annual Land-tax Bill ſome years 
ago, with a view of enabling Parliament to alter, 
to vary, or to repeal, any of thoſe local regula- 
tions with which the a& abounds, that might be 
found oppreſſive, but it never could be intended 
to ſanction a plan like the preſent ; the object of 
which is, to overturn, not any particular part, but 
the whole tenor and principle of the act, and, in- 
deed, by making the preſent land tax perpetual, 
to render any future act, on the ſame baſis, per- 
: fectly unneceſſary. It was in conſequence of this 
clauſe alone that we were juſtified in permitting a 
dill to be introduced by an honourable gentleman 
r. Wilberforce Bird) regarding the Land-tax 
1 Commiſſioners. The object of that act is very 
properly declared in the title of the bill to be, 
> © to alter and amend /o much of an act paſſed in 
4 „5 B 4 | the 
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ce the preſent ſeſſion of Parliament (namely, the 
cc Land- tax act) as relates to the qualification 
ce of the Commiſſioners.” Whereas this is a bill, 


not for altering any part of the Land-tax Act, 
which is all we are juſtified in doing, but for 
making perpetual a tax which by an a& paſſed 


this very ſeſſion is only granted for one year and 


no more. It overturns at the ſame time a ſyſtem 
that has been uniformly ated upon for above a cen- 


tury, and in which the exiſtence and authority of 


this Houſe were ſuppoſed to have been deeply 


implicated. 


I thought it neceſſary to call your attention to 


this preliminary objection, from the full convic- 
tion, that if we once ſuffer the forms of the 
Houſe to be violated, we are not likely long to 


enjoy the eſſence and ſubſtantial benefits of this 
Conſtitution. My objections, however, go, not 
only to the form of our proceedings, but to the 


principle of the bill itſelf, In regard to the firſt 


point, namely, the forms of the Houſe, if we 
with to preſerve the appearance of any reſpect 


for them, we muſt necellarily defer the farther | 


conſideration of this bill until another ſeſſion of 
Parliament: but if we have any regard for the real 


intereſts 4 this country, 1 pe: to make it appear, 
| in 


— 


( 11 ) 

| Jn the courſe of what I am now about to obſerve; 
that we ought never to ſuffer ſuch a bill as this to 
be again diſcuſſed within theſe walls. 


The firſt objection chat muſt ſtrike at once 


every individual, is the one founded on that im- 
portant principle of this Conſtitution, and which 


has long been conſidered as eſſential to the exiſt- 
ence and authority of this Houſe, namely, that 
the taxes on land and malt, which are the ſureſt 
and moſt productive branches of the revenue, 
inſtead of being permanently granted to the Crown, 


c for ſupporting,” in the words of the act, © IIis 


Majeſty's Government,” ſhall be annually voted. 
But we are told, that though it is propoſed to 
make the land- tax perpetual, yet that other taxes, 


even to a larger amount, (though that, by the 


by, has not been proved,) which are now perpe- 


| tual, are to have their nature altered, and are to be 


ſubjected to the annual vote of Parliament; and 
certain duties on malt, ſugar, tobacco, and ſnuff, 
are appropriated, by this biil, for that purpoſe. 
There is certainly ſome plauſibility in the idea. 
At the ſame time the Houſe will advert to this, 
that the produce of all taxes on conſumption mult 
be fluctuating, and muſt eyer depend on a variety 
of cir cumſtances which 1 it is not in the power of 

| Parliament 
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Parliament to control: for inſtance, pazudte, ca- 


price, or paſſion, might, in the ſpace of a few 


weeks, annihilate the revenue ariſing from to- 
bacco and ſnuff : whereas the land-tax muſt be 
paid, as long as the territory of the country re- 
mains productive. It is impoſſible, therefore, to 


liſten to this ſophiſtical anſwer to a plain and, in- 


deed, unanſwerable objection. The right ho- 


nourable gentleman propoſes, that the pillars of 


this Conſtitution, and the exiſtence and authority 


of this Houſe, ſhall reſt upon ſuch frail founda- 
tions as the contents of a ſnuff-box, or a pipe of 
tobacco. I wiſh, on the other hand, to ſee them 
remain on their old territorial baſis, and that the 


value of a certain portion of the produce of the 


country ſhall be annually vored by the repreſen- 
tatives of the people for the maintenance of our 


fleets and armies, and the other expences of the 
Crown, and that, unleſs ſuch a grant is made, 


that the whole frame and fabric of our Govern- 


ment ſhall be unhinged. The firſt is a meafure 
that may ſuit the narrow mind of a mere finan- 


cier, who can think of nothing but taxation. The 


ſecond, which has heen ſanctioned with the appro- 
bation of the greateſt Stateſman that ever ſat 
within theſe walls, forms a check, which I hope 
this Houſe will not raſh ly hazard or abandon. 
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| My next obje&tion is of a legal nature, namely, 
on the effect that ſuch an act muſt have upon the 


landed property of the country, and the endleſs 
_ confuſion and litigation it muſt occaſion, both in 
_ pariſhes regarding apportioning the land-tax, and 


among individuals. On the firſt point, there can 


be no doubt. With reſpect to the ſecond, nothing 
can be more deſirable for a landed proprietor than 
to avoid law-ſuits, and to have every thing con- 
nected with the title deeds of his eſtate as clear 

and diſtinct as poſſible. But how is that to be the 
_ caſe, if theſe reſolutions ſhould paſs into a law. 


The land- tax, when purchaſed or redeemed, is 


ſometimes tobe a real eſtate, ſometimes a perſonal 
eſtate, and ſometimes to be converted from a per- 
ſonal to a real eſtate. Is it poſſible for this Houſe 
to countenance ſuch confuſion; and before we ſuf- 


fer ſuch a bill to proceed one ſtep farther, oughr 
we not to hear what the Attorney General for 


England, the Lord Advocate for Scotland, and 


other great luminaries of the law, confider may 
be the effect of fuch a ſyſtem on the landed pro- 


perty of the two kingdoms? The gentlemen of 


the long robe, though extremely numerous in the 
Houfe, (for this far from being a parliamentum 
indoum,) have in general preſerved a cautious 
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filence upon this ſubjedt, which was matter of 
aſtoniſhment to me till I began to confider how 
much ſuch a bill muſt benefit the profeſſion, as 
we may trace in it the foundation of at leaſt ten 
thouſand law-ſuits, one in each pariſh being a 


very moderate calculation; and thus no inconſi- 


derable ſhare of the remnant free property, 
which the landed intereſt will be fuffered to re- 


tain in their poſſeſſion will be abſorbed. Let us 


take, for-inſtance, the clauſe for ſelling a part of 


an eſtate for the purpoſe of redeeming the land- 


tax: 1. Any part of the manor is to be ſold, with 
the exception of the manſion-houſe, If not ſold 
by public auction, how is it to be aſcertained 


whether the price was a fair one? Here is an 


_ abundant ſource of litigation, more eſpecially as 
there is no regulation as to the expences attending 
the ſales, nor the purchaſing of the 3 per cent. 

ſtock. 2. The ſurplus money is to be placed in 
the Bank of England, in Government or other 
public ſecurities, and then to be re-invefted in 


land for the like uſes, truſts, intents, and pur- 


poſes, as the eſtate originally ſold. —In the courſe 
of ſuch tranſactions, who does not ſee a plentiful 
ſource of litigation, infinite trouble, and endleſs 
expence ? The right honourable gentleman who 
brought in this bill was bred to the bar, and hav- 
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ing ſome compaſſion for his old aſſociates, whoſe 


_ prof: ſſional profits have been ſo much impaired 


by the preſent unfortunate war, it is natural for 
him to embrace this opportunity of throwing 


ſome crumbs from his plentiful table, and of 
beſtowing a million on Weſtminſter-hall, which 


is the ſmalleſt ſum that will accrue to it if ſuch 
a bill paſſes into a law ; but thoſe who have any 


regard for the landed intereſt will adviſe them to 


remain as they are. At preſent they have no- 


thing to do but to pay their annual land tax to the 


collector; but if they involve themſelves in all 
the legal labyrinths of redemption, it is impoſſible to 


ſay when they will get out of them: they may be 


aſſured, not without ſurrendering a conſiderable 


part of their property, to thoſe - profeſſional 


friends who will undertake to extricate them. 


s 3 


The next obje ction that occurs to me is 101 a 


| financial nature, We all know that the land- 
tax, as it is now impoſed, is extremely unequal : 


it is the object, however, of the preſent bill to 


perpetuate that inequality. Indeed the land tax 
is not only unequal, but has ever been conſidered 
as a very exceptionable impoſt, and one that 
oughtt only to be had recourſe to in the moſt preſ- 


ſing and urgent neceſſity, In a famous debate, 
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anno 17 327, on the ſubject of reducing it to one 
milling in the pound, we are told, that a former 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, (Sir Robert Wal- 
pole, ) whoſe language was then received with 
repeated hearems and tumults of applauſe, thus 
expreſſed himſelf: As to the manner of raiſing 
te taxes upon the people, it is a certain maxim 
te that that tax, which is the moſt equal and the 
« moſt general, is the moſt juſt and the leaſt bur- 
« denſome. When every man contributes a 
4 ſmall ſhare, a great ſum may be raiſed for the 
ce public ſervice, without any man being ſenſi- 
e ble what he pays; whereas a ſmall ſum, raiſed: 
* upon a few, lies heavy upon each particular 
4 man, and is the more grevious in that it is un- 
« juſt, The landholders bear but a ſmall pro- 

5 portion to the people of this, or of any other 
ce nation, yet no man contributes any the leaſt 
« ſhare to this tax but he that is poſſeſſed of a 
ce land eſtate ; and yet this tax has been continued 
« without intermiſſion for above theſe forty years 
c it has continued fo long and lain fo heavy, that 
« T may venture 10 ſay, many a landed gentleman in 
1 this kingdom has thereby been utterly ruined and 
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ec nndone: and at the concluſion of the debate he 
added, © the land tax is the moſt unequal, the 
c moſt grievous, and the moſt oppreſſive tax, that 
&« ever was raiſed in this country, It is a tax 
© which never ought to be raiſed but in times of 755 
« the moſt extreme neceſſity. The beſt judges, the _ of 


2 


mene > 2 * 
* 


—— 


* be,” 
N 


* # 52 
80 
oP 1 . 


e 


cc 


e trueſt patriots in all countries, have been of 75 


« opinion, that of all taxes, that upon immove- ES 


« able goods, and that upon land and houſes, 
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4 Suck wire the ſoinithentoof à former Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, in conſequence of which he 
propoſed reducing the land tax to one ſhilling in 
the pound. His. ſucceſſor, who now holds that 
office, follows a very different ſyftem, and endea- 
vours to ingratiate himſelf with the landed inte- 

reſt by different means and on different principles. 
For inſtance, he is the firſt Chancellor of the 
| Exchequer that ever attempted to keep the 
land tax at its higheſt rate in time of peace, as 
well as in time of war; that ever ventured to 
Propoſe rendering that tax perpetual ; and who 
not only inſiſts on perpetuating the preſent une- 
qual land tax at its higheſt rate, but alſo who 
threatens the landed intereſt with an unlimited 
NJ addition to ſo heavy a burden, The additional 
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tax, the foundation of which is ſo evidently laid 
in this bill, may at firſt be low, call it one ſhil- 
ling, or even fix-pence in the pound; but if the 
principle i is once admitted, it will ſoon be found 
the readieſt reſource in all emergencies. We are 
told, that freehold in office is a better tenure than 
a freehold eſtate, and that taxes upon land fur- 
niſh a ſecurity ſo infinitely preferable to every 
other, that by converting exciſe duties into taxes 
upon land, the public may gain one-fifth additi- 
onal revenue. Can there be a ſtronger tempta- 
tion to throw as heavy a load as poſſible upon 
land, and to exempt frechold in office from tax- 
ation? Does not the principle of this meaſure 
go to prove, that if 400, oool. can be gained by 
_ perpetuating the land- tax of two millions, that a 
million would be gained by laying five millions 
upon land, two millions by laying ten millions, 
and that by laying twenty millions, four millions 
would be the profit of the Exchequer ? Here is 
2 means of acquiring a great revenue, the practi- 
cability of which, if ibis plan succeeds, cannot be 
queſtioned, and which, if practicable, the neceſſities 
of an extrayagant Government may ſoon render 
ee oP. 
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The next objedtion that ſtruck my mind was 


one of a political nature, but which I am happy 
to find is taken away by the amended bill, and 
therefore it is unneceſſary to dwell much upon 


it. We all know, that by the union between 


England and Scotland, the proportion of land- 
tax between the two countries is for ever aſcer- 


tained. The one is to raiſe at the rate of nearly 


two millions, and the other about 48, 00l. per 
annum, or in that ratio, for any greater or leſſer 
ſum. People are apt to {ay, that the burden is 
extremely unequal. It is a part, however, of an 


indiſſoluble bargain between the two countries, 


which cannot now be altered. Beſides i it can be 
proved, that the inequality is altogether owing 


to the ſuperior agricultural legiſlation and police 


of Scotland. Let the Engliſh paſs a general bill 


for incloſure; let them modity tythes ſo as to 


prevent their being a bar to improvement; let 
them reftrain the poor rates within moderate 


bounds; let them aboliſh any obnoxious remnants 
of the feudal ſyſtem ; and let the tenants have 


proper leaſes of their farms, and the land of 
England will ſoon be as cheaply taxed as that in 
Scotland. It is owing to the circumſt ances above 


alluded to that the rents of Scotland have propor- 
tionably increaſed more, under all the diſadvanta- 
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ges of inferior ſoil, of an inferior climate, of an 


inferior capital, and of inferior markets. Give 
England the ſame legal advantages which Scot- 
land at preſent happily poſſeſſes, and its agricul- 
tural proſperity would increaſe in ſuch a ratio, 
that the land tax it is now ſubje& to would be to 
the full as low in England as in Scotland, and there 


would exiſt, on that account, no jealouſy be- 


tween the two kingdoms. It is unneceſſary, how- 
ever, to dwell on an objection which has been 
already happily adverted to and removed“. 


Another objeclion ariſes from a clauſe in the 
amended bill, reſpecting which the right honour- 


able gentleman had preſerved, as long as poſ- 


ſible, a cautious and prudent ſilence. I had re- 


marked from the beginning, that he had never 
explained the nature of the commiſſioners whom 


he had propoſed to intruſt with the authority of 
ſelling the land tax; but the clauſe he has introdu- 
ced is ſo exceptionable, that though it might 
be amended in a committee, I think it pro- 
per to take this opportunity of alluding to it. 
The Commiſſioners are to be nominated by the 
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Crown, 
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* -} 
Crown, and are to receive at the rate of three- 
pence in the pound on the amount of the land- 


tax ſold by them; that might extend, or be con- 
ſtrued to extend, to an one-cightieth part of the 


40, ooo, ooo propoſed to be raiſed by the ſale of 


the land-tax, or no leſs a ſum than 500,000l. 


But that would be too abſurd. An one-eightieth 


part, however, of the two millions, or 25,0001. 


is an object which will require particular atten- 


tion, ſhould the bill be re- committed, and is an 
expence which ought certainly to be avoided. 


But the objection which ſtrikes my mind the 
moſt forcibly, is one of an agricultural nature, 
and it ſeems to me ſufficient of itſelf to overturn 


the whole ſyſtem. The object of the meaſure 
is, t tempt the country gentleman to lay out any 


money he may have in his poſſeſſion, or any ſum 
he can borrow, or can procure, by a fale of part 
of his eſtate, or mortgaging the whole of it, in 
purchaſing his land- tax. Can there be a more 


deſtructive policy, either for the individual, or 
for the public ? If a landed proprietor has any 


money to ſpare, the proper mode for him to lay 
it out is, in the improvement of this eſtate; in 
that way he may gain, inſtead of 5, from 7 to 15, 
or even 20 per cent. for his money, and by his 
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improvements the public proſperity i is, in various 
_ reſpe&s, infinitely augmented. Population is 


increaſed, abundance of proviſions 1s ſecured, 
important additions made to the revenue, nay, the 
great object of the bill itſelf an increaſed price 
of ſtock, ultimately ſecured. All hopes of that 
fort, however, will be annihilated, at leaſt for 
ſome time, if this meaſure ſucceeds; and if it 


does not ſucceed, are we not holding up deluſive 


hopes to the country? As to the idea of the 
proprietor borrowing money, or ſelling a part of 


his eſtate to obtain it, I am perſuaded that neither 


of thoſe plans can be much reliſhed by the landed 


Intereſt. If money can be obtained in either 
way, let it be expended on improvement; if 


borrowed at 5 per cent. no advantage can be ob- 
tained from the tranſaction; if under 3 per cent. 

the money will probably be called up when it be- 
comes ſcarcer and more valuable, and the proprietor 


will find himſelf involved in the greateſt pecuniary 


difficulties. Selling a part of an eſtate is ſeldom 
eligible; it can only be thought of when there are 


detached ſpots, and in the caſe of ſettled eſtates, isat- 
tended with peculiar, indeed unſurmountable diffi- 


culties, and almoſt endleſs expence and litigation. 


On the ſubject of improvement, it may not 


be improper briefly to ſtate the various meaſures 


which 
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which have been adoptcd in different countries 


for its encouragement or otherwiſe, and by con- 
traſting the one with the other we ſhall be able 
more clearly to ſee the hideoujueſs of the preſent 
meaſure in its real colours. 


The beſt mode of encouraging improvements, 


- is the one adopted by Frederic the Great, King 
of Pruſſia, who expended about two millions of 


German crowns, or three hundred thouſand pounds 


| ſterling per annum, 1n promoting the improve- | 


ment of his country, and the general comfort of 


its inhabitants. We are tald in | particular, that | 


he expended conſiderable ſums of money in pro- 
moting, even by premiums, the abolition of com- 
mons and the incloſure of lands. What a con- 


traſt between ſuch a wiſe policy and the practice 


of this country, where the proprietors are not 


ſuffered to encloſe and cultivate their own land, 
when they are ready and willing to do ſo, with- 
out being previouſly ſubjected to a heavy expence; 


and inſtead of grants to encourage thein, they 
are required to pay conſiderable ſums for a per- 


' miſſion to begin their improvements! No wonder, 
| therefore, that we were lately under the neceſ- 


ſity of laying out, in public bounties, no leſs a 


{ym than 57, oool. to encourage the importation 
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of foreign grain, partly from thoſe very deſorts 
which the immortal Frederic, by his ſuperior po- 


licy, brought into a ſtate of cultivation. But he 
wiſely conſidered expence laid out for promoting 
improvement to be like manure ſpread upon the 
ground, which ſecured a more abundant harveſt, 
and inſtead of impoveriſhing himſelf by that 1i- 


beral policy, the reſult was, that though origt- 
nally maſter of a country, naturally barren, and 
without the advantages of extenſive commerce or 
valuable manufaQures, yet he. raiſed it, by his 
genius and talents, and by his unceaſing atten- 


tion to its internal improvements, to be one of the 
moſt powerful countries in Europe ; and though 


he maintained a numerous army of 200,000 men, 
and ſpared no expence in collecting great maga- 
_ Zines of proviſions, a formidable artillery, and 


all the other implements of war, yet he left be- 
hind him a treaſure, in ſpecie, of twelve millions 


ſterling. 


The ſecond mode of encouraging improvement, 


is a meaſure which has been juſtified by experi- 
ence in ſome countries, and which I hope will, 
ſome time or other, be adopted here, namely, 


that of lending money to proprietors of land at 
a low intereſt, for the purpoſe of enabling them 
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to improve it. This is a ſyſtem that cannot be 


too ſtrongly recommended to the attention of any 


Government that 1s wealthy enough to attempt 
it. 


The third ſyſtem is the one that has hitherto 
been adopted in this country, by which a tax on 
land has, indeed, been impoſed, varying in point 
of amount from 1s. to 48. in the pound, but al- 


ways levying a proportionable ſum from the ſame 
diſtrict. This is an indireꝙ encouragement to 


improvement; for the rate being once fixed, any 


additional value to an eſtate, in conſequence of 
expenſive improvements, goes, with the exception 


of tithes, into the pocket of the proprietor ; and 
this circumſtance has certainly materially contri- 
buted to the improvement of this country. 


The next ſtep, to commence the progreſs of 
diſcouragement, is the one which the right honour- 


able gentleman has in contemplation, and points 
out 1n this bill, namely, that of levying an equal 


land tax over the whole kingdom, varying ac- 


cording to the alteration of income, or annual 
value of an eſtate. It is evident that this muſt be 
an almoſt inſurmountable check to every ſpecies 
of agricultural enterpriſe ; for in the face of ſuch 
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4 burden, who will venture to lay out his money 
| for the purpoſes of improvement ? = 
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But the ſummit of politicial abſurdity, if the 
improvement of a country ſhould be conſidered 
as an object wocthy of conſideration, is the mea- 
ſure now under our diſcuſſion, by which, inſtead 
of granting money to the landed proprietor, or I 
lending him ſums at low intereſt, for promoting 
agricultural exertion, or impoſing no additional 
burden on improvement, but giving the whole 
benefit of it to the proprietor, it is propoſed to 
take from him all the capita] he has, or all the E 
money he can procure, by any means, for the pur- 
poſe of redeeming his land-tax. A more effec- 
tual way of diſcouraging improvement could 
hardly be contrived. If it ſucceeds, according to = 
1 the intentions of the propoſer, forty millions ſter- 4 
Eo ling would be paid by the landed intereſt for get. 
5 ting rid of this tax. Inſtead of that miſerable mode 
3 of laying out ſuch a ſum of money, let us con- 
ſider for a moment what would be the reſult of 
0 laying out forty millions on improving the terri- 
1 tory of the country. The effect of ſuch an event, 
Voould be, not only making this country the gar- 
den of Europe, but alſo adding ſo much to its 


revenue and general proſperity, that we need not 
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be apprehenſive of wanting financial reſources, 


or that our public credit could poſſibly be im- 


paired. In fact, the difference between the two 
ſyſtems is ſhortly this: The right honourable gen- 
tleman wiſhes to ſupport the funded at the expence 
of the landed intereſt; whereas I wiſh to promote 
the improvement of the country without taking 


away any thing from the funds, perfectly ſatisfied 
that, when the country proſpers, no apprehenſion 


need to be entertained that the funded intereſt will 
not thence derive the moſt eſſential benefits. 


I ſhall next proceed to conſider the arguments 


which have been made uſe of 1 in favour of this 


meaſure, namely, that 1t may add from 200,000], 


to 400,0001, per annum to the revenue, and may 


take 80,000,000 of 3 per cent. ſtock out of the 
market. 


In regard to theſe ſuppoſed advantages, they 
entirely depend upon the poſſibility of carrying 
the meaſure into effect; where I conſider the plan 
not only highly exceptionable, for the reaſons I 
have already aſſigned, but, on its preſent footing, 


for the plan might be greatly improved, perfectly 


impracticable 1 in itſelf, were it liable to no  objec- 
tion. 
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There are but five ceſeriptions of perſons who 
are likely to purchaſe the land tax, namely, the 
landed proprietor himſelf, public bodies and truſ- 


tees, wealthy individuals in London, or their 
foreign correſpondents, monied perſons in the 


country, and opulent farmers. 


As to the firſt, it is on all hands admitted, that 


in conſequence of various circumſtances, on which 
| it is unneceſſary now to dwell, there are few, if any 


landed proprietors who are in a ſituation to pur- 


| chaſe their own land tax. Public bodies, or 
truſtees acting for others, will hardly venture on 
ſuch a ſpeculation. Monied men in London, and 

ſtill more the foreign capitaliſts with whom they 
correſpond, are not ſo inſenſible to their own in- 


tereſts as to take 5 per cent. when they can get 


6, on ſecurity equally good, and infinitely more 
convenient, from the eaſineſs of transfer, the regu- 
lar payment of the intereſt, and the certainty 
with which it can be ſold. In regard to monied 
men in the country, they are now as converſant in 
the ſtocks as the citizens of London themſelves, 


and will not be eaſily tempted to give them up 


on terms ſo diſadvantageous ; beſides, taking up 
the money in the country would have the effect 
of diminiſhing the manufacturing a and con- 
ſequently 
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ſequently the enithercial proſperity of every part 
in the kingdom, which, in fact, according to 2 
homely expreſſion, would be killing the hen that 


lays the golden eggs. In regard to the former, 
two or three years ago conſiderable ſums were in 
the poſſeſſion of that body of men, but from the 
low price of grain, and the importation of ſuch 


enormous quantities from foreign countries, their 


profits and their wealth have been conſiderably 
diminiſhed : beſides it would rather be an awk- 


ward circumſtance for a proprietor to pay a tax 


on his own tenants ; it would occaſion ſuch a jea- 
louſy between the two orders as would neceſſarily | 
be productive of many unpleaſant conſequences. 


On theſe grounds think the meaſure ſo extremely 


impratticable that no material advantage, as it 
now ſtands, can be expected from it. 


Theſe, Sir, are ſome of the is obſer- 


vations which have occurred to me on this im- 
portant queſtion, and which I have endeavoured 
to condenſe as much as I could, not wiſhing to 

prevent the Houle from hearing other gentlemen 


as early as poſſible, who may be deſirous of ſtat- 
ing their fentiments on ſo intereſting a topic; and, 


on the whole, conſidering the extent and magni- 
tude of this ſubject, can the Houle ſeriouſly de- 
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termine to hurry ſuch a meaſure through in the 


courſe of the preſent ſeſſion? The bill is now 


brought to all the perfection of which -probably 


it is capable. Let it be circulated, in that ſtate, 
over the whole kingdom. If the meaſure ſhould 
then meet with general concurrence, let it be paſ- 


ſed early in the courſe of the next ſeſſion. The 
: plan cannot poſſibly make any progres till the 
25th of March next, becaule it is univerſally 
acknowledged that very few proprietors, indeed, 


Can purchaſe their land tax; and till then, no 
other party can interfere. Let the 25th of March, 
1799, be fixed upon by a reſolution of the Houſe 
as the day when at any rate the proprietor muſt 


decide; and if the ſyſtem is to be carried through, 
not an hour will be ioſt, For my part, were I a 
friend to the meaſure, I certainly would inſiſt upon 
this delay as the moſt likely means of making the 

public ſeel any zeal or anxiety in its favour ; and, 


if it were to paſs, of rendering it ultimately ſuc- 
ceſsful; whereas if we now raſhly give it our 


ſanction, the miſchief is done, and n never can be 
repaired,” 


This excellent Speech of Sir JoHN SINCL a1R, 
may juſtly be conſidered as one of thoſe reſolute 


ſtands, which the champions of liberty, in all 
ages 
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ages and countries, have always been ready to 


make againſt the attacks of encroaching power. 
Tt is a pure ſpecimen of that ſpirit of freedom 
which for centuries has pervaded the breafts of 


Engliſhmen, and is now called forth into ex- 
ertion by a meaſure which ſeems, in an indirect 


manner, to threaten the diſſolution of all landed 


property, by the adoption of an invidious and 
impolitic impoſt, under the ſpecious pretext of 


redeeming a tax. It is not to be wondered at, 


that a meaſure ſo pregnant with alarm both to 
private property and public liberty, ſhould en- 


gage the energetic powers of the honourable 


bart, whoſe character and virtues are ſo well known 
and acknowledged. To the advantages of birth 
and forutne he has added thoſe of as ſkilful a po- 
litician, and proſound a financier, as any of the 
age, as his literary productions evince; and the 
founder of as benevolent and public ſpirited an 
inſtitution® as any part of the globe can 78 
duce. 


The ſentiments of ſuch a character, upon a ſub- 
ject like the preſent, cannot t fail of e gene- 
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ral attention. A ſubject which involves in its 
_ conſequences the whole nation in general, the 
value of land, the price of proviſions, the inde- 
pendance of Parliament; and, in fine, the liberty 
of the ſubject; and in its immediate effects the 
real property of every Engliſhman, from the moſt 
opulent p-RefſOr, to the indigent labourer, whoſe 


ſcanty poſſeſſions of eight or ten foot ſquare is 


not exempt, upon which, by the moſt abſtemi- 
ous frugality, he has erected an hamely hut, as a 
fecurity againſt. the inclemencies of the wea- 
ther. 


As the foregoing declamation of the honourable 


bart. contains the ſubſtance of all or moſt of the 


arguments which have been urged againſt this 


meaſure, it may not be unwelcome to examine 
it through all its parts. 


The honourable bart. opens his Speech with 


his direct negative to the very principle of the 
bill, and obſerves very pertinently that the bill 


cc 


even in its preſent ſtate of maturity, as ripened 
e in the bill now before us, and brought to all 
the perfection of which it is probably capable, 
ſeems to be at leaſt as exceptionable as any 
meaſure, that, to the beſt of my recollection, 

| Was 


408 


* 


cc 


cc 


5 


ce was ever ſuggeſted, either by the preſent or by any 
ce other miniſter of this country.“ Perhaps under 


this general cenſure the honourable bart. does not 
exclude the tyrannical edicts of a Cromwell, with 
all the extravagancies of a Rump Parliament; and 


no doubt a number of ſubſequent abſurdities, a 


ſtanding memento on the journals of the Houſe 
of Commons of the imperfections of buman go- | 


vernments. 


The firſt objection of the honourable bart. is 
of a preliminary nature. © Before I proceed, 


©« however, to ſtate the reaſons which have indu- 


« ced me to oppoſe this bill, I think that it may 


not be improper to ſubmit to your conſideration 


and that of the Houſe in general, an objection 
C6 


able objection to the preſent meaſure, and till it 
can be overcome, the preſent bill will make, I 
fear, but little progreſs in its effect. Whenever 
an augult aſſembly ſo far degenerates as to deſpiſe 
or neglect thoſe rules and regulations by which 
1's dignity is ſupported, it is not premature to 


predict, that ſuch inſtitution will quickly incur 


that diſreſpect, it ſo juſtly merits. This it was 


brought ſuch an odium on the national afſembly 


of 


— 


of a preliminary nature, namely, to the lega- 
lity of our proceedings”, This is an unanſwer- 
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of France, repealing one day the decrees of the 
foregoing day, without any apparent neceſſity. 
How far the preſent meaſure favours of ſuch a 
practice will be ſeen by the ſubſequent part of 
this admired Speech. It is a permanent rule in 
law, that Acts of Parliament made to bind or 
| reſtrain ſucceeding parliaments bind not, but ſurely 
none was ever fo abſuril os to imagine that a par- 


5 liament was not bound by its own Act: on the 


Ine ISS 
a 


5 7 KA hl 6 Bhca3 6 
* > — 


contrary, every Parliament of Great-Britain, is 
bound ſtrictly to obſerve its reſpective acts until 
repealed. But, in the preſent inſtance, we ſee 
parliament, diſregarding without repealing its own 
Acts. And having voted a land tax of 4s, in the 
pound for the preſent year, and no mare, put a 
perpetual land tax up to public ſale, in the ſame 
ſeſſion of Parliament, © It is well known that 
ce we have already voted a land tax of 4s. in the 
ce pound, and no more, for the ſervice of the year 
« 1798, and that an Act has paſſed for carrying 

ce that meaſure into effect. We have, therefore, 
e precluded ourſelves, by this indiſputable law 
cc of Parliament, regarding the form of our pro- 
te ceedings, from again diſcuſſing the Og of 
the tax during the preſent een“ * 


A 


cc The 


3 


(95 5) 
te The firſt objection that muſt ſtrike at once 
every individual, is the one founded in that 
important principle of our conſtitution, and 


cc 
cc 
cc 


© the exiſtence and authority of this Houſe, 


namely, that the taxes on land and malt, which 
are the ſureſt and moſt productive branches 

of the revenue, inſtead of being permanently 
« granted to the Crown for ſupporting' in the 


cc 
cc 


cc 


« words of the Act, © His Majeſty's Government” 


ce ſhall be annually voted.” Every one in the 


leaſt acquainted with the principles of the Engliſh 


conſtitution muſt be ſenſible how great a pro- 
portion of power 1s veſted in the Houte of Com- 
mons, by that e xcluſive privelege of annually grant- 


ing the ſupplies. Conſonant to that trite maxim 
_ the Commons carry the purſe. For by our ancient 
_ conſtitution, no man can be taxed in England but 


by his own conſent, i. e. by his Repreſentatives in 


Parliament aſſembled, and ſo ſcrupulous is the 
law of England in this prerogative of the Houſe 
of Commons, that it will not ſuffer a money bill of 
any deſcription, to be brought firſt into the Houſe 


of Lords, or altered or amended by the Lords, 


in any reſpect whatever, after paſſing the Houſe 


of Commons, And though the King may declare 


war, the Commons may at any time refuſe the 


D ſupplies, 


which has long been conſidered as eſſential to 
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ſuppß ies, if they ſee fit. And this law is founded 
on the ſoundeſt reaſon; for the Commons being 
a mixed body, choſen from the commonalty of the 
Nation, conſiſting of knights, burgeſſes, and ci- 
tizens; and elected by the trading and agricultu- 
ral part of the country, viz. farmers or freehold- 
ers, merchants and manufacturers, they muſt 
conſequently be the moſt competent judges of the 
eligibility and produce of Taxes. And, as the 
Mutiny Act, and the Land Tax and Malt Tax Acts 
are always paſſed for one year only, any alteration 


- which tends to make theſe Acts, or any part of 


them, perpetual, muſt inevitably abridge the power 


of the Houſe of Commons; and according 


to the idea of the honourable bart. endanger the 
« exiſtence and authority of this Houſe,” The 
_ exiſtence of the Houſe of Commons, depends 


upon their utility in a financial view; for in the 


| preſent age when the Houſe of Lords exceed in 
their number and influence double to what they 
were a century ago; it may reaſonably be appre- 


hended, that, ſhould any mode be diſcovered of 


raiſing the ſupplies, without the lower Houſe, 
their attendance would ſoon be diſpenſed with, 
and their authority at leaſt, would immediately be- 
come deſpicable, 
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This is not altogether a g roundleſs Alarm; for 
Whoever will be at the pains of examining into 
the records of Parliament, will there find, that 


the executive power has been conſtantly making 


inroads on the legiſlative power; for notwith- 


ſtanding by the ancient ſtatutes of 4 Edward III. 
c. 14. and 36. Edward III. c. 10. it is enacted that 


the king ſhall call a Parliament once a year at 


leaſt, or oftener if need be, which ſtatutes, ſtill 


re main unrepealed; yet, in the next reign, viz. 


Richard II. we find a petition from the Com- 


mons, that a Parliament ſhall be holden every 
year, at the leaſt: © Que pleſe a nre dit 5" de tenir 
% Parlement un foetz par ax au meynz, et ceo en lieu 


c convenable. The king's anſwer is. As to | 
«© that Parliament ſhall be held every year, let 


« the ſtatutes thereupon be kept and preſerved ; 


but as to the place, where the Parliament ſhall be 


c held, the king will therein, do his pleaſure.” 


(Rot. Parl. No. 95.) And in the next year, the 
king declared he had ſummoned the Parliament, 


becauſe it was ordained, that Parliament ſhould 


be held once a year, (Rot. Parl. 2. Richard II. 
No. 4.) And ſeveral ſucceeding ſovereigns have 
neglected, or refuſed to call a Parliament for ſe- 
veral years. And in the following reigns, the 
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longeſt intervals that paſſed without any Parlia- 
ment ſitting, were nearly as follows :— 


In the Reign Henry VIII. an interval of 6 years 


without a Parliament. 


ELIZABETH 


"CHARLES 1-12 
CHARLES II. - - — 4 


See the printed report of the Committee to 


examine precedents in impeachments, April 19, 
1791. (p. 16, et. ſeq.) In Ireland there was no 


regular meeting of the Parliament from 1666, till 


1692; and from the reign of Queen Anne in 1703, 
it aſſembled only once in two years, till 1783; 
ſince which time, it has fat every year. (See Lord 


Mountmorres.) 


Theſe Sovereigns who thus reigned ſo long 


without Parliaments, and in open defiance of the 


fore - mentioned ſtatutes, may be ſaid to have lived 
in the times before the abolition of the feudal te- 


nures; when our kings had ſuch a revenue, inde- 
pendent of Parliament, as to enable them to reign. 


many 
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many years together, without the aſſiſtance of 


Parliament. Granted: but what does this prove; 


but that thoſ- Sovereigns did not conſider them 


ſelves bound by the expreſs laws of the Realm, 


any further than their neceſſities compelled them! 
And who can aſſure us that future Sovereigns will 
not be equally as regard'eſs of thoſe laws, when 
that neceſſity is extinct, which would enſure their 


compliance ? And though we may have nothing 
to dread from our prefent worthy ſovereign, who 


can foreſee what future characters may fill the 
Britiſh Throne ? or who can trace the future 


power of an encreafing Houſe of Lords? which 
will no doubt in a few years out- number the Com- 
mons; and, in fine, who can aſſure us that, ſhould 
the preſent bill pas, it will not be drawn into a 
precedent on future occaſions? And upon every 
emergency, or pretence of one, put up to ſale a 
tax, as the readieſt reſource, and thus by degrees 
annihilate the liberty of the ſubject. For there 
is no doubt but public bodies and corporations 


might be found in England or other parts of Eu- 


rope to purchaie every Permanent tax in England, 
provided a ſufficient advantage he offered to the 
Purchaſer. And thus is there an opening for the 
Sale or Redemption (call it by which name you 


D3 pleaſe) 
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4 
pleaſe) of the whole annual revenue of the nation; 
and procuring ſuch a capital, as muſt place the ex- 
ecutive power, be it where it may, above that de- 
pendance ſo requiſite in all well-governed ſtates. 
As, therefore, the liberty of the ſubject depends 
immediately upon the independance of the Houſe 
of Commons, and the very exiſtence of that 
Houſe, as has been ſhewn, depends upon the pri- 
vilege of granting the ſupplies, and that annually 
and immediately from themſelves: it behoves that, 
Houſe therefore, to be more than ordinary jea- 
lous over their privileges. And, as the annual 
grant of the land and malt tax, forms the founda- 
tion of their exiſtence, whenever theſe are ſur- 
rendered, the fabric of this Houſe becomes un- 
hinged and impaired, and though it may not im- 
mediately fall, it will never more be able to ſtand 
againſt the attacks of legiſlative ariſtocracy or le- 
gal prerogative. Then will be verified the predic- 
tion of the preſident Monteſquieu, that *as Rome, 
« Sparta and Carthage, have loſt their liberty and 
<« periſhed, ſo the conſtitution of England will 

c. in time loſe its liberty, will periſh : it will pe- 
„ riſh whenever the legiſlative power ſhall be- 
« come more corrupt than the executive.“ 
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cc My next objection is of a legal nature, namely, 


ce On the effect that ſuch an Act muſt have upon 


ce the landed property of the country, and the 
« endleſs confuſion and litigation it muſt occaſion 
« both in pariſhes regarding the apportioning 
cc the land tax, and among individuals. On the 
<« firſt point there can be no doubt.” Every 


one converſant in pariſh laws muſt know what 
long and expenſive ſuits have been proſecuted 


upon the moſt trivial matters, between contending 
pariſhes, through the obſtinacy and 1gnorance 
of the law in thoſe who have the ſuperintendancy 
of them. And what muſt be the conſequee 


when the diſpute is not merely which pariſh ſhall 


pay for the funeral of a corpſe, or the ſupport of 


an infant, but concerning the diviſion of real 
property; when every inch of ground becomes 


diſputed, and the boundaries of the reſpective 
pariſhes require to be aſcertained to ſuch exactneſs 


as mult perplex the moſt ſkiltul antiquary in the 


kingdom? The reſult will be involving thoſe 
pariſhes, which are fo unfortunate as to engage in 
the conteſt, in diſtreſs; from which, nothing but 
the moſt exorbitant taxes laid upon the pariſh- 


ioners can extricate them. *© Nothing can 


be more deſirable for a landed proprietor, than 
D 4 cc to 


— 
— 


» .% 
LET 


212 a, iS $ ö ; » 
8 — G7 HS a ry "Ss: E - 8 % Za * 8 22 ef 3 _ 7 ＋ * 2 5 — 2 
2929 2 2 2+ _ m_ . ©9412 299 — — = — — 
. . 4 . = CE * ” ry 5 — 
* — 


— CCC 
— 


( 42) 


e to avoid law- ſuits, and to have every thing con- 
© nected with the title deeds of his eſtate as clear 
and diſtinct as poſſible.” Many lawful heirs 
are daily forcibly kept out of their lawful inhe- 


ritance, through ſome flaw or ambiguity in their 


title deeds; for it is a well known maxim in the 


l of deſcents and inheritance, that he, who would 


claim right to any property, muſt claim by the 
ſtrength of his own title, and not by the other 
party's weakneſs. © But the land tax when pur- 
© chaſed or redeemed, is ſometimes to be a real 
e eſtate, and ſometimes a perſonal eſtate, and 
© ſometimes to be converted from a perional to 


ce a real eſtate.” Here profeſſional men muſt 


lament their deficiency in legal knowledge. Thoſe 


who have ſpent their time in ſtudying lord Coke | 


on Littleton's tenures, have now a new code of 
laws to learn infinitely more intricate than the 


former. A real eſtate conſiſts of land, a per- 


ſonal one of goods and chattels ; there is no other 
poſſible ſignification of the terms. But how land 


in fee ſimple, is ſometimes to be a perſonal eſtate, 


ſeems to be a paradox which this bill only is to 
have the honour to unfold. © The gentlemen of 
« the long robe, though extremely numerous in 
« this Houſe, have in general preſerved a cautious 
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filence upon this ſubject, which was mat- 
ter of aſtoniſhment to me, till I began to 


cc 
cc 
cc 
dation, of at loaſt, ten thouſand law-ſuits, one 


ce in each pariſh being a very moderate calcula- 


tion.“ I can hardly aſcribe ſuch motives to 


the profeſſional gentlemen who ſit in that Hue; 
though it muſt be confeſſed profeſſional gains, eſ- 
pecially when they are conſiderable, are an impor- 


tant object. But he muſt he a narrow-minded 


creature, who could with to make his own pecu- 
niary profit at the expence of ſo much public 
inconvenience and diſtreſs. For © thus no incon- 
« ſiderable ſhare of the remnant of free property. 
e which the landed interc{t will be ſuffered to re- 


« tain in their poſſoſſion, will be abſorbed.” Any 


cc part of the manor is to be ſold, with the ex- 


« ception of the Manſion Houſe.” Now a manor 


is an ancient royalty or lordſhip, conſiſting of de- 


meſnes or land, and ſervices from the tenants. 
And the preſent law of conveying manors is, that 
when a grant or render is made of the demeines or 

land only, the manor is deſtroyed, becauſe the ſer- 


vices and demeſnes are thereby ſevered by the 


Act of the party; though tis otherwiſe, if by Act. 


of 


conſider how much ſuch a bill muſt benefit 
the profeſſion, as we may trace in it the foun- 
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of law as by partition &c. (/ee. 6. Co. Rep. 63.) 
Query, — Whether the manor will not be de- 
ſtroyed by ſevering the demeſnes from the ſervices ? 
Or, if not deſtroyed, who are to have the ſervices? 
the lord who holds the manſion, or the purchaſer 
who holds the land ? © If not fold by public auc- 
te tion, how is it to be aſcertained whether the price 
« was a fair one?” Public auctions ſeem to be the 
moſt fair mode with which we are acquainted (at 
leaſt practically) of diſpoſing of property ; but 
people converſant in theſe matters, cannot be in- 
ſenſible of the numerous colluſions daily prac- 
tifed even in theſe modes of ſale, by thoſe who. 
conduct them; ariſing from the mode of adver- 
tiſing, the time and place of ſale, and ſeveral 
other circumſtances of which auctioneers well 
know how to avail themſelves, very often to the 
great injury of the ſeller. Here is an abun- 
« dant ſource of litigation, more eſpecially, as 
« there is no regulation, as to the expences at- 
« tending the ſales, nor the purchaſing of the 3 
© per cent, ſtock.” Unleſs a conſiderable re- 
duction takes place in the ſtamp duty, very few 
{mall eſtates will be worth purchaſing, as the ex- 
pence of the conveyance 1s generally paid by the 
purchaſer, This, where the eſtate conſiſts only 
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of 2 or 3 acres v ill amount in | forte caſes, to half 
as much as the purchaſe, in others, to more. 1 


ſpeak not of the more expenſive modes of con- 


veyances, ſuch as [evying fines, paſſing recoveries, 


&c. with the expence of ſcarching the courts for 


| judgment, making an abſtra& of the title, fines 


to bar dower, &c. incident to ſome eſtates, Theſe, 
together with the quantity of land every where 


to be fold, muſt neceſſarily reduce the price of 


land nearly one half. Therefore the next clauſe 
is unneceſſary, that, © the ſurplus money is to be 
« placed in the Bank of England, in government 
cc or Other public ſecurities, and then to be re- 
« inveſted in land, for the like uſes, truſts, in- 
« tents, and purpoſes, as the eſtate originally 


we ſold.“ For when an eſtate 18 {old at the then 


reduced prices of land, and the incumbrances clear- 


ed, ſuch as mortgages, annuit ies, bonds, &c. and 
(which at this time there are very tew large landed 
eſtates exempt from, nor many ſmall ones) the 


remainder, if any, will hardly be ſufficient for tlie 
purpoſes of redemption. * In the courſe of ſuch 
« tranſaciions, who does not lee a plentiful ſuurce 
« of litigation, infinite trouble, and endleſs ex- 
« pence?” Anſwer The right honourable 


William Pitt, agg the majority of the Houle of 


Commons. 
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Commons. © The right honourable gentleman 
« who brought in this bill, was bred to the bar,” 
tis rather unfortunate for this bill, that he has ſo 
long abandoned his profeſſion. « And having 
e ſome compaſſion for his old aſſociates, whoſe 
« profeſſional profits have been ſo much impaired 
==, te by the preſent unfortunate war, it is natural 
15 for him to embrace this opportunity of throw-. 
11 ing ſome crumbs from his plentifu! table, and 
Wi * of beſtowing a million on Weſtminſter Hall, 
158 „„ 3 Me is the ſmalleſt ſum that will accrue to it, 
"i | © if ſuch a bill paſſes into a law.” If this be the 
Wl real intent of the chancellor of the Exchequer, 
{a as is here ironically ſuppoſed ; he certainly merits 
| the ſincere thanks of the profeſſion, however | 
honeſt men among them may reprobate the mea- | 
ſure. | = 
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« The next objection that occurs to me is of i 
vl | c. a financial nature, We all know that the land N 
1 tax as it is now impoſed is extremely unequal; 
_ |_— ce it is the object however of the preſent tax to 
N i | e perpetuate that inequality.” The complaint 
% | | againſt the nequality of the land tax is as old as 2 
1 the tax itſelf. Financiers in all countries have 5 
5 N = conſtantly declaimed againſt it, as the moſt impo- & 
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licit and oppreſſive tax of the Engliſh Conſtitu- 
tion. Impolitic, becauſe it throws an inſurmount- 
able impediment in the way to agricultural im- 
provements; and oppreſſive, becauſe it grants the 


poor man no Os above the moſt wealthy. 
But it is unequa! 1 in whatever light we view 1t. 


It is unequal in a national view: for thus upwards 
of two millions are raiſed annually by one deſcrip- 
tion of perſons only, and thoſe not the moſt nu- 


merous, namely, landholders, which “ bear but a 


«© ſmall proportion to the people of this or any 
« other nation.” It is unequal in a local view: 
for many parts of the ſame value, pay nearly 
double to what others pay. And it is unequal in 


an individual view : for, while the poor cottager 
is forced to pay 2 or 3 pounds per annum land 
tax for one acre of ground on which his cottage 


ſtands, with a piece of ground for a garden; his 
next neighbour who owns 500 or 1000 acres of 


arable and meadow land, pays only 4 or 5 ſhillings 


per acre, land tax. But this is not all the miſ- 
chief; for this unequal tax has been, hitherto but 
temporary, and granted from year to year ; but 


now to complete its juſtice and neceſſity, it is 
to be rendered perpetual; yes, in oppoſition to 


what that financier Sir Robert Walpole has aſ- 
ſerted 
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ſerted 66 years ago, when chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, that it (“ the land tax) has continued ſo 
« long, and lain ſo heavy, that I may venture to ſay 
« many a landed gentleman in this kingdom has thereby 
« geen Utterly ruined and undone.” 


But © who” (the preſent chancellor) © not. 
c only inſiſts on perpetuating the preſent unequal 


* Jand tax at its higheſt rate, but alſo threatens 


c tn landed intereſt with an unlimited addition 
* to ſo heavy a burden.” As the land tax has 


| been ſo much complained of, on account of its 


mequality, here 1s a remdey for that complaint ; 


viz. to impoſe another tax more equal, in addi- 
tion to the preſent ; that by an increaſe of bur- 
den, the inequality in the preſent tax, may be leſs 


fenſibly felt; and that the inequality may be loſt 
in the quantity. This is a mode of equalizing 
inequalities, infinitely ſuperior to any mode hitherto 
diſcovered by French ſagacity, and feems to be 

a difcovery peculiar to the preſent inftance. But 


| theſe things are to be cautiouſly handled; ' for in 


theſe halcyon days, a ſign may be deemed ſedition, 
and a murmur high treaſon. But we may till 


breath a hope that the end be not deſtroyed, in 


endeavouring to accompliſh the means. The 
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ce additional tax, the foundation of which is ſo 
« eyidently laid in this bill, may at firſt be low, 
c callitone ſhilling, or even ſixpence in the pound; 


* 


« but if the principal is once admitted, it will 


« ſoon be oro the readieſt reſource in all emer- 
« gencies.“ This will hardly be conſidered as a 
groundleſs apprehenſion. For after paſſing the 


preſent bill, without a precedent to favour it, 


it is not unreaſonable to ſuppoſe another tax may 
be impoſed upon the authority of this as a pre- 
cedent. We are told, that freehold in office 
< is a better tenure than a freehold eſtate.” Ex- 
perience proves this too plainly; for a ſinecurę 
Place has no additional duty to pay; whereas, 
every landed proprietor has now four years annual 


value of his eſtate to pay by this bill; for juſt ſo 


much is the amount of twenty years land tax. 


« But the principle of this meaſure goes to 
e tempt the country gentleman to lay out all the 
ce money he may be poſſeſſed of, or can poſſibly 
* horrow or procure, to redeem his land tax.” ” 


The honourable baronet conſiders it as a femp- 
tation to the landed proprietor to lay out his mo- 
ney ; but this differs from temptations in general, 
0 in 
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in that it ĩs followed by a compulſion. For thoſe 
N who cannot redeem their land tax are to have it 
done for them by others, or their land to be ſold. 


And every perſon in the leaſt converſant in rural 


affairs muſt be ſenſible, that ſmall landed propri- 


etors, of all deſcriptions of independant perſons, 
are the moſt in want of ſpecie. Many ſmall 


landed eſtates, and not a few large ones are ſtil] 
lying in a very unimproved ſtate, merely for want 
of caſh, to the great loſs of the owner. For 


thoſe who make it their buſineſs to lend money on 


| mortgages, always require exorbitant intereſt, not- 
| withſtanding the ſtatutes in force againſt uſury, 
which they well know how to evade; and alſo 
mortgage for a ſhort term, in order to fore- 
cloſe the equity of the redemption, when they 


think wg 4h 


| The honourable baronet at the - of 
his ſpeech, ſeems to think there will be very few 


purchaſers of the land tax. Of the five deſcrip- 


tion of purchaſers he has there given us, the landed 
proprietors themſelves, will, no doubt be few, 
but we cannot help thinking that in the ſequel 
purchaſers will be found. For, notwithſtanding | 
6 per cent, may be gained in the public funds 

with 


1 


with an increaſe of principle of perhaps 50 per 


cent. after the expiration of the war, when the 
three per cent. conſols may be L£.75; yet land 
offers a ſecurity ſo infinitely preferable to any 


other, that it will compenſate for any deficiency 
in the intereſt, Banks may become bankrupts ; 


corporations may be disfranchiſed; and characters 


revoked ; but land remains permanent : and al- _ 
ways gratefully and generouſly repays the labour 


and expence beſtowed on its improvement. 


Thus we have followed the honourable 
baronet, through the moſt diſtinguiſhed parts of 


this memorable ſpeech, which contains all the 


arguments and objections adduced by other gen- 


tlemen againſt this meaſure, We have been the 
more particular in detailing it, as the honourable 
baronet as always been. conſidered a ſincere 


friend to the preſent conſtitution and adminiſtra- 


tion of this Country : has never diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf as a a leading member of oppoſition, nor 
belonged to any political ſociety. How far the 
event will juſtify the predictions he has given, 
experience alone muſt unfold. It muſt be con- 
feſſed he has preſented us with a doleful picture; G 
but we may hope that time, like a {ſkilful artiſt, 
E „ will 
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will ſomewhat lighten the ſhades, and 1n the back 


ground afford us a more cheering proſpect. 


We cannot conclude, without adverting to the 


| modes propoſed by the honourable baronet for 
the 1 improvement of agriculture, and conſequently 5 


finance. Theſ e ures 


Firſt, to paſs a bill for a general incloſure of 
waſte lands, to modify tithes, and reſtrain the 
poor's rates within moderate bounds : and 


Secondly, To lend money to landed proprietors 
at a low intereſt, for the purpoſe of improving 
their land. | 


The adoption of theſe modes, he aſſures us, 


would render this country the garden of Europe. 


With regard to the firſt of thoſe modes, it is evi- 
dent that the nation in general muſt ſuffer a great 

loſs from the quantity of unincloſed land, as there 
is now near 4,000,000 of acres, wholly in that 
ſtate, and conſequently loſt to the public. A quan- 
tity of land ſufficient to produce ſuſtenance tor the 


whole nation, F or an acre of land would main- 


tain 


1 
tain a Roman and his family. Notwithſtanding 
the general clamour that has been made againſt 
incloſures, every ne muſt be ſenſible of the great 
national inconvenience ſuſtained by ſuffering ſo large 
a portion of land to remain uncultivated, merely 
for the purpoſe of affording a ſcanty paiture for a 
few cattle : neither need it be attended with any 
injuſtice or hardſhip, for thoſe who now have the 
right of common, might have a ſmall portion of 
land, in lieu thereof, upon a long leaſe, by pay- 
ing a mall rent to the lord thereof. Thus would 
cach party have juſtice. Tithes are not only an 
inſurmountable obſtacle to improvement, but are 
alſo a very great hardthip; they have remained in 
their preſent ſtate, without any amendment for 
ſeveral centuries, and from change of time and other 
circumſtances, are now become inſupportable; but 
as theſe are only felt by thoſe who pay them, they 
are too well acquainted their faults, to need a 
renumeration.— As for poor rates, it is in the 
power of every pariſh to make what regulations 
they think fit in that; but it is ſurpriſing that 
poor's rates have ariſen to their preſent height, 
and that during a period of near two centuries 
and an half, fince their firſt impoſition, no mode 
has been adopted of maintaining the poor with 

more 
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more comfort to themſelves, credit to the na- 
tion, and leſs expence to the pariſhioners. 


With regard to che latter mode propoſed, of 
lending money to the landed proprietor, this is 


in imitation of the great Frederick III. king of 


Pruſſia, who in a country naturally barren, cauſed 
fertility, maintained a large army, and left a reve- 


nue behind him of 12,000,000 in ſpecie. This is 


a fact drawn from experience, and therefore in- 
controvertible. And notwithſtanding great finan- 
cial advantages might be expected from ſuch a 
plan, yet we fear its adoption will never take 
place, as the benefits to be derived from it, are 


not of an immediate nature. And the conſidera- 


tion of the individual benefit of the poor man, is 
beneath the attention of the legiſlature, as has 
before been noted by an ancient, that“ The rich 
have many friends, but the poor is deſpi iſed oy his 
MEIgDPOnre. 
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